San Joese April 27th 1881 P.0.Bex 286
Serene Watsen EsqQr
Curater Harvard Herborium,
Dear Sir; If my manner of ad-
~dressing you,should not be technically correet,I Think you

will excuse an erior of that kind,in a pserson who has been

continuously e thes West side ef the Rocky Mountains ,since

1852,with the excepblon of six months in 1876,

It was my fortune to be appointed by the President’k"
the California State Medical Secliety,to opsesn the dliscussion
on the Report on Indigenous Botany etc,at the mseting ef the
Soclgty ,which was éﬁld in Sacramento,during thevzlst,zéd,ZBd
and 24th of this month. I recsived notiee of the appointmsny
about 8ix weeks before the mesting wa.s’to bse held,and 1
thbught it would be a proper thing te do,,bto writs out a
brief account of the State Geological Survey,and especially
of that part of its histery,in brief,connected with the Rolar
~1gal department thereef. My paper was referrod to the Com-
-mittee on Publication,and probably will be published in the
Volume of Transactions of the Seciety. But I will have op-
-porbunity to make any 11ttle chenge,in regard to matters of
which I may procure additienal infermation, and I would llke
to be able to make a more definite statement in regard to the
gentl emen who were most prominently active in performing the

work for the two volumes of the Botanical Department Report,
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and if you will be so Kind,as to answer me the following,it

will enable me to de so. When did Professor Asa Gray die?
Stated ds it appears in the records of Harvard, What chair

did the Professor occupy? Professor W.H.Brewer,it is stated

in the prefatory writings of Professor Whitney,went gast te

take & chair in the Sheffiseld School of Scisnces of/%{ale Col-

~legs. Please state what chair,and if he)ﬁtill occuplies ths
same chair; and if in some other position,pl sasse state.
Professor.Whltnay,stated that you were the Botanist of
the BeLtieth PaJaJ&ﬂ Survey. Will you be so Kind as to state
the years you were oonnéote& with that Survey; and in a few
words,the purposes and work of the said Survey,as my memory
g§eIves me badly in that matter: in faet I think that that
service was performed,at a time when I was on this Coasbt,and
so busy with the dffirs of my immediate surroundigs,that I
hardly took cognlzéﬁce of what was happenning el swhers.
Professor Greemns of our State University,has told me that
you are the Curater ef the Harvard Herberium,at cambridge.

IT occupyingwthat position,at present,please so statse;

)
and any circular oﬁ;announcement which would give information
concerning the Herboridm would interest me. A few words as
to the occupatien ef Professor Whithey since he went East |
laSt)WOUId al so iﬁterest me, and of his present position; if

still at work,
I will send you one or tore papers which I

have heretofore read befors the State Medical Society. By




By complying,in full/or to the extent which you will be
abl g,without incenvenience you will greatly Obligs ,

)
Yours Very Respectfully;

P.S. Pleass excuse many machine mistakes,as I am not ex-—
~-pert enough in the use of the machine,to write with it,with-
_out making mistakes,unless with slowdr performance,that I
have time to spare for it. y
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